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ANNUAL  REPORT 

UPON  THE 

Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 

OF  I’HE 

Belford  Rural  Sanitary  District 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 


1.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


1.  Area  (acres)  39,619. 

2.  Population  (census  1921)  4959. 

3.  Population  (estimated  1925)  4909. 

4.  Physical  Features  and  Genera!  Character  of  the 

Area. 

The  district  is  undulatiiig  agricultural  land,  bounded  on  the  east 
by  tlie  sea,  and  on  the  west  by  the  moors  Towards  the  west  it  is 
somev/hat  hilly.  The  extreme  length  fium  Smeatield  to  ihownieside 
is  10  miles  the  extreme  breadth  fi'om  Bambui  gh  to  Warenton  is 
6|  miles.  The  land  is  mainly  dev^oted  to  agriculture,  both  grazing 
and  arable.  It  is  well  wateied  ajid  well  drained.  The  population  is 
deiusest  in  the  villages  of  Belford,  Hamburgli,  Seahouses,  North 
Sunderland  and  Beadnell,  otherwise  it  is  confined  to  iai-m  places  and 
isolated  houses  or  small  groups  of  houses. 

5.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  1221). 

6.  Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921) 

1220. 

7.  Rateable  Value  (1925)  £31,949. 

8.  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Fate  (1925)  £133. 

9.  Social  Conditions,  etc. 

The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  occupied  in  the  pursuit  of  agricultural 
work  and  sea-fishing.  Recently  in  the  vicinity  of  Belford  two  quarries 
have  been  opened  up  which  will  provide  employment  in  this  direction. 
The  inhabitants  are  all  engaged  in  healthy  occupations. 
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Vital  Statistics  (1925). 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births 

( Legitimate 

69 

35 

34  ) 

Birth  Rate 

) Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 i 

1 11-87  per  1,000, 

Deaths 

63 

38 

0^  1 

( Death  Bate 
; 12-83  per  1,000. 

1 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  ) From  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 

consequence  of  child-birth  ) From  other  causes... Nil. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

Legitimate  4. 

Illegitimate  1 . 

Total  5. 

Rate  per  1000  Births  = 68. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil. 

11.  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 


( Money 

£395 

15 

6 

1921  Kind 

£13 

7 

6 

( Total 

£409 

3 

0 

( Money 

£386 

5 

0 

1922  Kind 

£13 

18 

0 

( Total 

£400 

3 

0 

( Money 

£457 

12 

0 

1923  1 Kind 

£28 

13 

8 

1 Total 

£486 

5 

8 

/'  Money 

£447 

5 

0 

1924  Kind 

£82 

12 

0 

( Total 

£529 

17 

0 

( Money 

£438 

7 

0 

1925  Kind 

£74 

10 

10 

( Total 

£512 

17 

10 

12.  There  is  no  hospital  in  the  district  utilized  for  gratuitous  medical 
relief  except  the  Hospital  in  the  Poor  Law  Institution  at 
Belford  which  is  utilized  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor.  Exten- 
sive use  is  made  however  of  the  Boyal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the 
Fleming  Memorial  Children’s  Plospital  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
both  for  surgical  and  medical  cases. 

13.  Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity. 

The  chief  cause  of  sickness  and  invalidity  during  the  past  five 
years  has  been  Influenza.  This  disease  has  been  present  in  epidemic 
form  each  year  during  the  early  and  late  months  in  varying  degrees  of 
intensity.  The  epidemic  was  most  severe  in  February  and  March, 
1924,  when  the  cases  were  very  numerous,  and  many  chest  complica- 
tions occurred,  causing  several  deaths. 

Measles  appeared  in  the  district  in  the  summer  of  1924  and  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly  till  January,  1925.  In  Belford  and  neighbour- 
hood the  epidemic  was  the  severest  experienced  for  many  years. 
There  were  numerous  cases  of  chest  complications,  viz.  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis. 
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1925  has  been  an  outstanding  year  on  account  of  the  numerous 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  throughout  the  district.  In 
addition  to  Influenza  and  Measles,  already  mentioned,  there  have  been 
epidemics  of  Mumps,  Chickenpox,  Whooping  Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever. 
These  diseases  v^hich  have  been  very  common,  have  fortunately  not 
been  the  cause  of  many  deaths. 

There  are  no  conditions  of  occupation  in  the  district  which  have 
had  any  prejudical  effect  on  health.  It  has  been  noticeable  that  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  most  marked  in  large  families 
occupying  small  houses  where  effective  isolation  cannot  be  obtained. 
The  most  satisfactory  house,  as  far  as  health  is  concerned,  should 
contain  as  a minimum  four  apartments,  in  addition  to  sanitary  con- 
veniences, wash  house  and  coal  house. 

2.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

A.  —Hospitals  provided  or  subsided  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  by  the  County  Council, 

1.  Tuberculosis. — (a)  Wooley  Sanatorium  owned  by  the  County 
Council,  where  there  is  accommodation  for  144  cases — 71  *males, 
26  females,  47  children. 

(b)  Stannington  Sanatorium  owned  by  the  County  Council  where 
there  are  38  beds  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  16  years. 

2.  Maternity.— Nil. 

3.  Children.— Nil 

4.  fr'ever. — Nil. 

5.  Smallpox. — The  District  Council  have  during  the  past  year 
become  joint  owners,  with  Alnwick  Urban  and  Rural  Councils,  of 
a Smallpox  Hospital  situated  near  Alnwick.  There  is  accommo- 
dation for  12  cases. 

B.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmai-ried  Mothers,  Illegi- 

timate Infants  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  area  is  provided  by 
the  Poor  Law  Institution  in  ilelford. 

C. — Ambulance  Facilities  foi-  Infectious,  Non-Infections  and 

Accident  Cases. 

The  District  Council  do  not  possess  an  Ambulance,  In  the  case 
of  necessity  arising  special  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  a 
patient  would  require  to  be  made. 

D. — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres, 

There  are  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  (consultation 
and  treatment).  Day  Nurseries,  School  Clinics,  or  Special  Tuber- 
culosis Clinics  in  the  District.  Arrangements  are  made  for  the 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

E. — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority, 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  The  Sanitary  Inspector. 

3.  The  Clerk. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  Surveyor. 

Tlie  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Clerk  are  part  time  officers 
Contributions  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer 
Grants  are  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a Bachelor  of  Medicine  and  a 
Bachelor  of  Surgery  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  an  Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

F.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — (a)  General 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases.  This  is  provided  in  the  district  by  the 
Beliord  and  Beadnell  Nursing  Associations,  whose  members 
comprise  a large  proportion  of  those  resident  in  the  district. 

The  Rural  District  Council  does  not  contribute  any  financial  aid 
to  Nursing  Associations  in  the  district.  The  Guardians  liowever 
subscribe  to  the  Newcastle  Infirmary  and  have  provisional 
arrangements  with  the  local  Nursing  Associations  with  regard  to 
poor-law  cases. 

G. -— Midwives, — There  are  no  practising  Midwives  in  the”district. 

H.  —Chemical  Work, — Chemical  Work  has  been  carried  out  as 

the  necessity  has  arisen,  by  the  Public  Analyst  in  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

I.  — Legislation  in  Force, 

1.  Prevention  of  Nuisances  in  the  Keeping  of  Animals,  28th 
September,  1893. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses,  18th  December,  1893. 

3.  Slaughter  Houses,  28th  Stiptember,  1893. 

4.  Tents,  A^ans,  Sheds,  etc.,  12th  January,  1899. 

5.  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  4th  July,  1906. 

6.  Regulations  under  Dailies,  Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order, 

1885,  were  adopted  in  1887. 

7.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  adopted  11th 
June,  1891. 

8.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  adopted  June, 

1891. 

3.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water, 

All  supplies  in  the  district  are  obtained  from  local  sources,  and 
generaly  speaking  the  present  needs  of  the  area  are  adequately  sup- 
plied with  good  water,  though  in  a few  country  parishes  it  is  to  carry 
.some  distance  fi'om  springs  or  wells,  but  sufficent  drinkable  water  is 
available.  The  latter  statement  applies  particularly  to  Newham 
village.  The  larger  parishes  have  piped  services  from  springs  on  the 
moors  in  tlie  western  part  of  the  district.  The  remainder  are  supplied 
from  springs  by  piped  services  to  the  farm  places  in  most  cases,  and  in 
others  water  is  to  cai-ry  from  springs  or  wells  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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Except  where  mentioned  in  the  following  details  of  the  larger  parishes, 
all  supplies  are  privately  owned.  During  the  past  year,  the  water 
supply  in  one  country  parish  was  found  to  be  contaminated,  but  on 
taking  the  matter  up  with  the  owner,  a more  satisfactory  arrangement 
was  adopted  and  the  mattei'  rectified. 

Belford,  During  the  period  under  review,  the  water  under- 
taking at  Belford  has  been  acquired  by  the  District  Council. . There 
are  two  distinct  supplies,  the  older  system  being  from  a spring  on  the 
Blue  Bell  Farm,  from  which  a 3 in.  main  is  laid  to  a small  service 
reservoir,  capacity  2,000  gallons,  in  the  Hall  Grounds,  North  Bank. 
Belford,  whence  a service  main  is  cairied  down  the  main  street, 
Recently  this  main  has  been  extended  in  two  directions  to  improve 
distribution.  The  new  supply,  put  in  10  years  ago,  is  taken  from 
springs  on  Belford  Mains  Farm,  and  is  carried  with  a 3 in.  main  to  a 
service  reservoir  of  20,000  gallons  capacity,  also  in  the  Hall  Grounds 
but  at  a higher  level  than  the  old  tank.  A 3 in.  service  main  is  laid 
from  this  reservoir  to  West  Street,  where  a 2 in.  branch  main  is  taken 
up  each  side.  This  main  has  been  extended  recently  to  improve 
distriVmtion  and  to  supply  a new  house.  The  overflow  from  the  new 
supply  supplements  the  lower  system,  from  which  the  surplus  is  carried 
to  a large  flushing  tank  for  the  sewers.  Practically  the  whole  of 
Belford  Village  has  piped  services  from  the  two  supplies  mentioned, 
but  in  a few  cases  water  is  still  obtained  from  two  springs  discharging 
on  the  roadside  in  West  Street,  and  one  in  liigh  Street.  The  number 
of  houses  included  in  the  water  undertaking  is  135  with  a population 
of  approximately  600. 

Bam'burgh*  The  water  undertaking  is  privately  owned,  by 
Lord  Armstrong,  Bamburgh  Castle.  Ic  is  obtained  from  springs  on 
the  moors  west  of  Twizell,  and  the  majority  of  the  houses  have  piped 
services  laid  in.  Part  of  Adderstono  parish,  Lucker  Station,  and 
Glororum  are  supplied  from  the  main  en  route.  Approximately  160 
houses  with  a population  of  700  are  supplh  d by  the  undertaking. 

North  Sunderland,  This  parish  is  supplied  by  the  North 
Sunderland  Waterworks  Coy.  A 4 in.  main  is  laid  from  springs  on 
Brockdam  Moor,  where  tiiere  is  a reservoir  of  30,000  gallons  capacity. 
There  is  also  a service  reservoir  at  Sea  Houses,  holding  60,000  gallons, 
and  piped  services  are  available  throughout,  laid  into  the  houses  in 
most  cases.  While  the  springs  at  Brockdam  appear  to  be  adequate, 
during  dry  summer  seasons  the  need  for  improved  storage  facilities  is 
becoming  more  evident,  and  in  a few  cases  better  distribution  is 
required.  Parts  of  Ellingham,  Chathill,  Fleetham,  Elford,  and 
Shoreston,  are  also  supplied  from  this  undertaking.  Approximately 
360  houses  are  dealt  with,  and  a population  of  1,600, 

Beadnell  and  Swinhoe,  These  parishes  are  also  supplied 
from  the  North  Sunderland  Waterwork’s  Coy.’s  main.  A 3 in.  branch 
is  taken  off  at  Swinhoe  Broomford  Boad  End,  from  which  point  the 
undertaking  then  belongs  to  the  District  Council,  Piped  services  are 
laid  into  the  larger  houses,  and  standpipes  aie  fixed  at  eacdi  block  of 


cottages.  94  houses  with  a population  of  approximately  400,  are 
served  by  this  branch. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Though  some  local  pollution  of  streams  exists,  where  drainage 
discharges  from  isolated  houses  or  groups  of  houses,  no  case  of  gross 
pollution  is  noted  with  the  exception  of  the  Belford  Burn,  which  is 
dealt  with  in  the  succeeding  section. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

In  the  smaller  and  agricultural  parishes,  the  drainage  is  carried 
to  cesspools,  ditches,  on  to  the  land,  and  in  some  cases  into  streams. 
A number  of  septic  tanks  are  in  existence  where  W.Cs.  are  installed 
and  adequate  sewerage  facilities  are  not  available. 

In  Belford  Village,  practically  all  the  drainage  is  carried  direct  to 
Belford  Burn,  untreated  with  the  exception  of  septic  tanks  in  four 
cases  where  VV.Cs.  have  been  put  in.  The  sewers  are  mostly  stone 
couduits,  and  only  a small  proportion  of  the  house  drains  are  laid 
according  to  modern  veiws.  The  need  for  a new  drainage  and  sewer- 
age system  is  self-apparent,  and  I can  only  endorse  previous  reports  on 
the  subject. 

In  Bamburgh,  with  a few  exceptions,  the  water  carriage  system  is 
in  operation.  Part  of  the  drainage  discharges  into  a ditch  across  the 
links  and  then(;e  into  the  sea,  but  the  bulk  of  the  sewage  is  conveyed 
by  sewers  laid  on  modern  lines  to  a sewage  garden  (maintained  by  the 
Castle  Authorties),  the  effluent  from  which  discharges  into  the*  ditch 
referred  to,  which  also  contains  a proportion  of  fresh  water. 

North  Sunderland  parish  is  mostly  dealt  with  on  the  water  carri- 
age S37stem,  though  a number  of  privie.s,  etc.  still  remain.  The  Sea 
Houses  section  is  drained  into  the  sea,  and  at  North  Sunderland  the 
sewage  is  carried  to  a ditch,  on  private  land,  mostly  piped  in  during 
recent  years,  discharging  into  tidal  water  at  the  Annstead  Burn.  In 
view  of  the  increased  building  activities  in  this  neighbourhood,  the 
question  of  better  sewer  facilities  will  need  attention.  The  North 
Sunderland  section  in  particular  is  not  satisfactory,  and  the  need  for  a 
modern  system  of  drainage  and  sewerage  is  becoming  more  apparent. 

In  Beadnell,  most  of  the  drainage  is  carried  direct  to  the  sea,  but 
a few  houses  are  drained  into  a ditch  running  across  private  land  and 
thence  to  the  sea.  While  the  cottages  are  still  on  the  dry  system, 
more  W.Cs.  are  being  installed  in  this  parish,  and  the  erection  of  new 
houses  will  necessitate  the  question  of  sewerage  receiving  careful 
attention. 


4,  Closet  Aeeommodation. 

The  privy  and  ashpit  system  is  prevalent  throughout  the  area, 
except  in  Bamburgh,  Sea  Houses,  and  Beadnell,  and  isolated  cases  in 
other  parts  of  the  district.  No  action  for  general  conversion  under 
the  provision  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  has  been  undertaken,  but  it 
is  the  policy  of  the  District  Council  to  insist  upon  the  provision  of 
W.Cs.  as  opportunity  arises  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  privies,  etc., 
where  adequate  sewerage  facilities  exist.  The  approximate  numbers 
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of  each  type  of  closet  are  : Privy  ashpits,  741  ; Pail  closets,  63 ; Water 
closets,  322.  In  recent  years  92  W.Cs  have  been  put  in  in  place  of 
privies. 

Scavenging.  Public  Scavengers  are  appointed  to  remove 
house  refuse  and  to  cleanse  privies  and  ashpits  at  Belford  and  North 
Sunderland.  At  Belford,  the  refuse  is  utilised  as  far  as  possible  on 
agricultural  land  and  otherwise  deposited  in  an  old  claypit  at  the 
Bricksheds.  Similar  conditions  prevail  at  North  Sunderland,  the 
depot  for  rubbish  in  this  case  being  an  old  quarry  on  the  South  Links. 
In  other  villages  and  farm  places  the  scavenging  is  done. by  the  occu- 
piers and  tenants.  As  privies  are  being  substituted  by  W.C.s  so  are 
the  ashpits  being  replaced  by  movable  bins  in  most  cases,  the  approxi- 
mate number  so  converted  during  recent  years  being  90. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

See  pages  14,  15,  16, 

6.  Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  no  congested  areas  with  industrial  works  leading  to 
smoke  nuisanee,  hence  no  action  has  been  required. 

7.  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  con- 
trolled by  Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

Cowsheds,  of  which  there  are  25  on  the  register  have  been  kept 
under  observation.  In  some  instances,  chiefly  of  smaller  cow’’sheds, 
the  structural  arrangements  are  not  up  to  standard,  and  generally 
more  attention  is  most  desirable  to  cleanliness  in  the  buildings  and 
surroundings  and  to  the  cows  themselves. 

Slaughterhouses,  six  in  number,  have  been  periodically  inspected 
and  any  instructions  given  as  to  cleansing,  etc.,  have  beeir  complied 
with. 

Bakehouses,  of  which  there  are  four  in  the  district,  three  with 
machinery  installed,  have  been  found  to  be  well  kept. 

Common  Lodging  House  byelaws  are  in  force,  but  there  are  at 
present  no  premises  of  this  description  in  the  area. 

8.  Schools. 

There  are  nine  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district,  the 
majority  being  of  comparatively  modern  construction.  The  import- 
ance of  the  best  possible  school  environment  cannot  be  overestimated, 
and  while  generally  the  conditions  are  satisfactory,  of  a high  standard 
in  some  cases,  attention  must  be  drawn  to  Belford  School  which 
cannot  be  said  to  comply  with  modern  requirements  and  demands  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Authorities. 

During  the  Epidemics  of  Infectious  Disease  already  referred  to 
in  this  report,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  those  schools  chiefly 
affected,  and  the  policy  has  proved  of  benefit  in  the  prevention  of 
spread  of  Infection.  In  certain  isolated  cases  arising  at  farm  place.s, 
all  the  children  attending  school  from  these  farms,  have  been  excluded. 
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4.  Housing. 

1.  General  housing  conditions  in  the  area. 

The  general  housing  conditions,  through  probably  up  to  the 
average  of  rural  areas,  leave  room  for  improvement.  There  is  no 
excess  of  houses,  but  rather  a shorti-ge.  In  lielford  and  fc'ea  Houses 
in  particular,  a demand  exists  for  cottages.  The  Council  is  encourag- 
ing building  by  private  enterprise,  under  the  subsidy  scheme.  25 
such  houses  have  been  built  and  plans  approved  for  18  more,  16  of 
which  are  not  yet  commenced.  In  the  period  since  the  war,  57  other 
than  subsidy  hou.ses  have  also  been  built.  The  population  is  practic- 
ally stationary,  and  no  important  changes  are  anticipated. 

2.  Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  small  cottages,  a certain  amount  of  over- 
crowding is  inevitable,  Housing  on  the  farm  places  is  a difficult 
problem,  as  tenancies  vary  so  frequently,  and  in  some  cases  only  small 
houses  are  available  for  large  families.  It  is  suggested  that  a little 
more  consideration  of  the  housing  accommodation,  both  by  farmers  and 
farm  servants  when  fixing  for  service,  would  materially  improve  this 
position. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  majority  of  the  old  houses  fall  below  the  modern  standard  of 
requirements,  though  of  latter  years  there  is  much  improvement. 
Dampness  is  prevalent  in  varying  degrees,  and  irrespective  of  better 
structural  maintenance  there  does  exist  in  many  rural  cottages  a real 
need  for  increased  accommodation  in  the  Avay  of  domestic  convenience, 
wasli  houses,  well  ventilated  food  stores,  etc.  While  defects  chiefly 
are  those  for  which  owners  are  responsible,  in  many  cases  conditions 
would  be  considerably  improved  with  more  care  and  attention 
on  the  part  of  tenants.  Any  action  taken  regarding  housing 
has  been  on  informal  lines,  with  the  exception  of  defective 
and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  at  two  properties  at  Sea 
Houses,  now  in  course  of  being  remedied  after  statutory 
jiotices  had  been  served.  The  administration  as  to  housing 
is  still  rendered  very  difficult  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  building  and 
repairs. 

i.  Unhealthy  Areas 

No  complaints  have  been  received,  nor  have  any  representations 
been  made,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas. 

5,  Byelaws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  let  in 
Lodgings,  and  to  Tents,  Yans,  Bheds,  etc. 

Tliese  are  in  force  in  the  district  only  so  far  as  tents,  vans,  etc., 
are  concerned,  and  there  does  not  at  the  present  time  appear  to  be  any 
need  for  extension  or  revision. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year 

(a)  I'otal  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) ) 23 

(b)  With  (State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(i ) J3y  tlie  Local  Authority  ... 

(ii  ) by  oLlier  bodies  or  persons 


Nil 
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1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Housed. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelliug  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  75 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  32 

(3)  Numbei*  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  27 

2.  Demedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal 

Motice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  12 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  1 4,  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  repect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  NU 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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5.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply, 

The  inliabitants  of  the  district  obtain  their  milk  supply  locally  in 
all  cases.  Those  in  the  villages  are  supplied  by  small  dairies.  The 
farm  phices  are  supplied  by  the  farmers  or  by  those  farm  servants  who 
keep  a cow.  In  the  district  there  are  5 dairy  farms  from  which  milk 
is  sent  out  of  the  district. 

The  milk  tliroughout  the  district  is  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Meat. 

Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  at  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  area 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  Meat  which 
is  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  efectively  disposed  of 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses. 

Private  slaughter  houses. 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925 


Registered  5 6 6 

Licensed  0 0 0 


Total  .5  6 6 

Other  Foods. 

Tiiere  are  four  bake  houses  in  the  area.  The  sanitary  conditions 
are  satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  have  been  no  cases  in  the  area  during  the  period  under 
review. 

6.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
Diseases. 

(I.)  Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

The  district  has  been  singularly  free  from  notifiable  infectious 
disease  during  the  period  1920-1925.  During  the  quinquennium  40 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  13  of  which  occurred  in  1921  and 
17  in  1925.  During  the  autumn  of  1925  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in 
several  parts  of  the  district,  coincident  with  a wave  of  the  disease 
which  was  passing  over  the  country  at  large.  The  cases  were  for  the 
most  part  mild  in  type,  and  owing  no  doubt  to  this  fact  cases  were 
apt  to  be  unrecognised,  and  the  disease  to  be  spread.  46  cases  of 
Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  period  1920-25.  Many  of  these 
cases  have  been  secondary  to  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza. 
Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Smallpox  in  the  southren  part  of  the 
County,  Chickenpox  was  made  notifiable  from  12th  March,  1925. 
From  that  date  till  the  end  of  the  year  76  cases  were  notified.  They 
were  practically  all  in  children. 

20  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  five 
years,  of  which  13  have  proved  fatal  since  the  dates  of  notification. 
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Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council  at  the  College  of  Medicine  Laboratory,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  Numerous  bacteriological  examinations  with  regard  to 
Tuberculosis  and  Diphtheria  have  been  made,  both  in  order  to  confirm 
the  diagnosis  of  cases  and  to  ascertain  the  infectivity  of  contacts.  Cases 
of  infectious  disease  are  all  treated  in  the  home,  there  being  no  fever 
hospital  in  the  district. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  keeps  a stock  of  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin, and  prompt  use  is  made  of  this  in  both  established  and  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respec- 
tively have  not  been  made  use  of. 

One  re- vaccination  and  no  primary  vaccinations  have  been  pei  form- 
ed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small- 
pox! Regulations,  1917. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  Influenza  has  been 
much  the  most  prevalent.  It  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  first  part  of 
this  report.  There  have  been  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Mumps  at  various  times  during  the  five  years  under  review,  the 
epidemic  of  Measles  in  1924  being  particularly  severe,  especially  among 
children  of  school  age. 

There  are  no  facilities  available  in  the  area  for  the  cleaning  and 
disinfection  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  Infected 
premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  are  disin- 
fected by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  means  of  vaporised  formaldehyde. 


(ir.)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1925 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  ad- 

mitted to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-Pox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

0 

0 

Diphtheria ... 

1 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fevor  (including  Paratyphoid)  ... 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

13 

0 

1 

Chickenpox 

76 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  ; — 

M. 

3 

0 

2 

(a)  Pulmonary 

F. 

3 

1 

1 

, Total. 

5 

1 

3 

1 

r M. 

2 

0 

0 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

1 F. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

[ Total. 

4 

0 

0 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’y 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulm’y 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 years 

1 

5 „ 

1 

10 

15  „ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

20  „ 

25  „ 

1 

1 

35  „ 

45  „ 

65  „ 

65  ,,  .and 

1 

1 

1 

1 

upwards 

• 

Totals 

3 

2 

2 

o 

2 

1 

0 

0 

There  are  no  non-nofcified  tuberculosis  deaths.  The  efficiency  of 
notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district  is  good. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Hegulations  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  during  1925. 

Public  Health  Act  1925.  Section  62. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section  during 
1925. 


Maternity  and  Child  "Welfare. 

The  Council  do  not  carry  out  any  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  notified  during  the  year  1925. 


D.  T.  MCDONALD,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


12 


Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1925. 

Provisional  figures.  The  Rates  for  England  a'lid  Wales  have  been  calculated  o'n  a Popidation  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1925 ywhile  those  Jor  the  Towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  192 Jf.  Ihe  Mortality  Rates 
refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales  hut  only  to  Civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of 

Towns. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

1025- 


Factories,  Workshops,  and  Woikplaces. 


Inspection  : — 

Written  Notices. 

Piosecutions- 

Factories  3 

Workshops  64 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workplaces 

Total  67 

Defects  Found  : — 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

7 

7 

Other  Nnisances 

2 

2 

Total 

9 

9 

The  following  is  the  list  of  plans  approved  during  the  year,  so  far 
as  domestic  buildings  are  concerned,  excluding  washhouses,  batiirooms 
and  small  additions  - 


Two  semi-detached  houses  at  Beadnell. 

Alterations  to  Messrs.  Macdonald’s  house  and  shop,  llelford. 
Primitive  Methodist  Church,  Sea  Houses. 

House  at  Benthall,  Beadnell.  (Subsidy). 

Alterations  to  house  and  shop,  for  IMessrs.  Graham,  Belford. 

22  Houses,  Mayfield,  Sea  Houses.  (Subsid\^). 

House  and  shop,  Bamburgh. 

2 Semi-detached  houses,  Jjiuk  Road,  B>amburgl). 

2 Do.  do.  St.  Aidans,  Sea  Houses. 

2 Do.  do.  Link  Road,  Bamburgh. 

Armstrong  House,  Bamburgh 

Bakery  and  additions  at  Tea  Rooms,  Ba,mbuigh. 

Cottage  on  North  Bank,  l)elford. 

House  at  the  Wynding,  Bamburgh. 

Bungalow  on  Link  Road,  Bamburgh. 

Rebuilding  of  Cottrge  at  White  Swan  Hotel,  North  Sunderland 
Institute  Hall  at  Beadnell 
2 Cottages  at  North  Sundei-land.  (Subsidy). 

THOS.  W.  DODD, 

A.  R.  San.  I. 
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Strncfcural  Defects 

Dampness 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

Defective  Sponting' 

Nuisances 

Water  Supply. 

Insufficient 

Unsatisfactry 

Drainage. 

Foul 

Untra.pped  or  Defective  ... 

Insufficient 

j Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Structural  Defects 

Insufficient 
•'Foul  ... 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Slaughter  Houses  ... 

fi'eTits,  Vans,  etc.  ).. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 
Ashpits  impropeily  used  ... 

Offensive  accumulations  ... 

Premises  Disinfected 

Petrol  Stores 

1 'I’otal 
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Summary  of  Work  effected. 


After  Letter  or  Interview. 


Sanitary  Conven’iences. 


Privies  abolished 

12 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

2 

Privies  repaired 

6 

Water  Closets  provided  ... 

17 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished  ... 

6 

Water  Closets  repaired  ... 

7 

Privy  Ashpits  roofed  repair 

ed  5 

Sanitary  Bins  provided  ... 

12 

Drainage. 

New  Drains  constructed  .. 

12 

Old  Gullies  irplaced 

5 

Drains  repaired  or  reconsi  ructed  7 

Scullery  Sinks  provided  ... 

7 

Additional  Gullies  provided 

7 

Yai  ds  repaired  or  reconstructed 

5 

Water 

Supply. 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued 

1 

No.  of  Houses  affected  ... 

5 

New  Service  provided 

7 

No.  of  Houses  affected  ... 

11 

form  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  District  during  the  Year  1925. 


Number 
of  Orders 
Issued. 

1 

1 

' Nil.  1 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective. 

1 Nil.  i Nil. 

Number  Inspected.  | 

By  the 
Inspector 
of 

Nuisances. 

1 

1 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

1 

1 1 
1 i 

1 

j 

1 

g 

Tonnage. 

278 

350  ' 

628 

1 

o 

CO 

402 

o 

CO 

o 

Number. 

I--,  r-l  (M 

4 

1 

0 

35  (ap.) 

1 

' Steamers 
\ Motor 

Foreign 

^ Fishing 
Total  Foreign 

r Steamers 
Co™e  “ 

( Fishing 

Total  Coastwise 

Total  Foreign  & Coastwise 
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in  l-he  District.  'to  measures  of  rat  destruction. 


V[ 


